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1980

Steve Janulis (now the indisputable and world-renowned Father of Fish Products Day), a new employee witnessing for the first time the flood of Christmastime sweets brought in by Process Systems Engineering personnel in B-150B, decides that he wants to bring in something non-sweet -- and something indigenous to his home state of Florida.  But instead of bringing in shrimp or some other common fare, Steve brings in an “old-wet-leather-shoe-smelling” fish product, as Brad Overturf describes it (“fish paste”, others call it -- “hard salted raw fish roe”, according to Steve).  However, no one except Steve dares to eat any of it.  Feeling sorry for Steve, Brad finally grits his teeth and partakes -- and finds that, in his own diplomatically-chosen words, “Sure enough, it tastes just like it smells”.

1981-1987 (“The Lean Years”):  With heartfelt sincerity and interest, Process Systems personnel repeatedly question Steve Janulis each Christmas as to what sweet he will be bringing in.  Undaunted, Steve continues to bring in a seafood product or two each year (usually fish paste or caviar dip), with only nominal group participation and encouragement.  (However, one year, contractor Jay Corey went all out by cutting up some Pop Tarts into tiny pieces and using straightened-out paper clips as toothpicks to provide an accompaniment to Steve’s food.)

1988

A Tradition is Spawned – Steve Janulis brings in his now-famous caviar dip.  Mark Harrison dares and dares and finally successfully goads Steve into eating caviar dip on a piece of someone’s cherry pie, then severely admonishes Steve for eating caviar dip on someone’s cherry pie.  Taking a liking to the idea of having fish products as Christmastime treats, MTI contractors John Calvert and Randy Van Der Aa join in a day or two later by bringing in canned sardines and Kippered Snacks.  The day is dubbed “Fish Products Day”, and a tradition is born.

1989

This is the Second Annual (but first fully pre-planned) Fish Products Day, with a small but hardy group of Process Systems Engineering personnel (and MTI contractors) participating.  John Calvert, Randy Van Der Aa, and Rob Schisla scour East Tennessee for the most diverse range of kippered and canned sardines in every type of sauce imaginable (cream sauce, mustard sauce, beer sauce, etc.), declaring the winner to be the “Sardines in Louisiana Red Barbeque Sauce”.

1990

At the Third Annual Fish Products Day gathering, Advanced Process Technology group leader Victor Agreda tells Theo Lichtenstein that if Theo would eat a live goldfish, Victor would, too.  Theo purchases two goldfish, and in midafternoon, with a crowd of onlookers in the B-54D 7th-floor hallway, and on the count of three, the two Process and Control Systems Engineering employees assure their places in Fish Products Day history.  As “the Goldfish Incident” is later so eloquently described by a witness, Eleanor Cwirko:  “The sight of watching Victor hold that wiggling fish down while his face turned green is indelibly planted in my brain. It is juxtaposed with Theo's nonchalant expression and the words, ‘They do wiggle a bit on the way down’.”
1991

The hit of the Fourth Annual Fish Products Day (still held in the B-54D 7th-floor hallway) is the new “Mess-O-Trout” light set brought in by Jim McGehee;  Fish Products Day participants bask in the warm glow of ten well-lit plastic trout.  Brenda Barnicki, who had witnessed her first Fish Products Day the previous year with some uneasiness (in her own words:  “Sardines at 7 a.m. ... these people are nuts!”), warms up to the event this year, bringing in a tuna-containing brownie (expressly for Theo, who had claimed he would eat one but then reneged) as well as a fish-shaped (albeit non-fish-product-containing) cake.

1992

The popularity of the Fifth Annual Fish Products Day demands that a dedicated cubicle be used, so Cubicle 7001-A (Emmett Proffitt’s cubicle before he moved to Room 7000A) is commandeered.  The highlight of the day is the stuffed squid brought in by Randy Van Der Aa.  The spectacle of the day is the big ugly brown smoked fish (with eyes and tail and all) brought in by Ryan Schad, not expecting anyone to actually want to eat it -- and then Eleanor Cwirko’s digging into it and loving it.  Steve Janulis attends as an FPD Distinguished Alumnus, having transferred out of the department in January 1992.

1993

Prior to the Sixth Annual Fish Products Day, Ryan Schad gets admonished by Process Engineering Department Manager George Keen for using the new, for-limited-use-only color printer to produce a Fish Products Day announcement sign;  Ryan defends himself by noting that the color printer was just a demo model from a vendor, and that he had been asked to print SOMETHING on it for test purposes.

Fish Products Day is held on 12/10/93 in Cubicle 7058 -- Victor Agreda’s old cubicle, which, given Victor’s goldfish-swallowing infamy, somehow seems appropriate.  Decorations include a plastic toy shark, Goldfish Crackers in fish-shaped cardboard boxes, and, of course, the perennial Mess-O-Trout lights.  The Best of Show hors d’oeuvre this year is Suzy Bays’ bacon-wrapped scallops.  The Quote of the Day is by Chris Niederer:  “Fish Products Day separates the wimps from the chaff.”

1994

The Seventh Annual Fish Products Day (held on 12/16/94) is the biggest and best ever, in terms of the quality, quantity, and variety of fish products.  Notable participants this year include George Keen (Process Engineering Department Manager) and Paul Asbury (the first recorded participation by an E&CD Area Personnel Representative).  PSE, PCSE, and/or PrE alumni returning to B-54D for the festivities include Randy Van Der Aa and John Calvert (both former MTI’ers now with Bechtel -- if Steve Janulis is the Father of Fish Products Day, then Randy and John are surely the Godfathers of Fish Products Day), Ben Becker, Laura Jack, Pete Lodal, Jon Mahanes, and Lee Partin.  Fish products being shared in Cubicle 7038 (Brenda Barnicki’s old cubicle, which again somehow seems appropriate) include smoked oysters, whole baby and smoked clams, caviar, crab dip, tiny shrimp, crab meat (real and imitation), tuna salad, smoked mackerel, smoked salmon, boiled shrimp with cocktail sauce (with the sauce in Joe Parker’s exclusive fish-stemmed goblets), bacon-wrapped scallops, bagels & lox & cream cheese, anchovies, fish steaks (herring) in Louisiana Hot Sauce, smoked mussels, and even Food Lion fish sticks -- but the Best of Show winner is Julian Jensen’s crawfish pie.  For the sweet-lovers we have a large solid-chocolate salmon, contributed by Eleanor Cwirko.  Decorations include a plastic toy salmon and, of course, the Mess-O-Trout light set.

1995

By 8:15 a.m. on December 8, 1995 (the Eighth Annual Fish Products Day), there are 40 people and 28 different seafood dishes (not counting the 11 opened and several yet-unopened tins!) in and around Cubicle 7017;  Rob Schisla is already asking “Is it really starting to smell now?  I can’t tell anymore”;  and Joe Bays (a visiting PrE alumnus) is complaining “Boy, there’s not a visitor’s parking space to be found out there”.  Some of the more notable dishes include seafood gumbo, scallop casserole, salmon mousse, oyster stew, seafood paella, seafood jambalaya, squid, smoked trout, smoked salmon from Alaska, smoked bluefish (which Dan Terrill’s father had personally caught at Cape Cod in October), catfish, baked salmon, raw oysters, various crab dips, and Jeff Smith’s “Seaweed Punch” (actually a non-fish-product-containing sherbet punch, but it’s green and foamy and contains tiny multi-colored plastic fish ice cubes).  The Most Creative award goes to Brenda Barnicki’s entry:  a blue-green Jell-O mold with a small toy boat and fisherman on top, with a line stretching from the fisherman’s pole down into the Jell-O “sea”, where gummy fish wave a sign saying “Victor, we come in peace!”.  First Place in the “Most Likely To Instill Disgust In Those Viewing The Eating Of” competition goes to a rather revolting-looking jar of gefilte fish (Webster’s definition:  “ball of seasoned minced fish”;  i.e., the seafood equivalent of SPAM), brought in by former PrE co-op Brenda Donen;  however, finishing a close second are the tins of chipirones rellenos en aceite vegetal (stuffed squid in vegetable oil) and pulpo al ajillo (octopus in garlic sauce) sent from Spain by PrE alumnus Richard Bonner.  Notable personnel whom we are honored to have participating with us today include Steve Janulis, John Calvert, Randy Van Der Aa, George Keen, Paul Asbury, and Eleanor Cwirko (who is currently on maternity leave but couldn’t stand the thought of missing out on Fish Products Day).

In the decorations department, Fish Products Day takes a leap forward this year.  Andy and Karen Richards receive co-Rookie of the Year awards for their previous evening’s work decorating the FPD cubicle with tropical fish pillows, tablecloth, and wall stickers, which effectively complement the ever-present Mess-O-Trout light set.  Also, a battery-powered, sound-activated “Floppin’ Fish” hangs from the ceiling at eye level and startles many unsuspecting FPD participants, including (and especially) Karen.  Decorative personal garb include Lisa Bullard’s rainbow trout scarf, Joe Parker’s fish shirt, and Andy Richards’ fish tie.  And the FPD Museum opens its doors for the first time this year, in one corner of the cubicle, with one representative leftover unopened tin from each FPD from 1990 through 1995 – courtesy of Ryan Schad’s annual but heretofore-clandestine salvage operations.

Other quotable quotes today include:

•
Steve Janulis, discussing the rise in Fish Products Day participation since he left PrE:  “You guys have taken it to another level.”

•
Joe Parker, in response to Steve:  “It’s a tradition run amuck.”

•
Valerie Reynolds:  “Are you actually going to eat this stuff?”

•
Lisa Bullard, wincing after watching John Calvert walk by with a squid on a cracker:  “I just wish I hadn’t seen that.”

There is also rampant speculation today that Filter Products Division’s recent name change to Acetate Tow Division may have been influenced by their inability to compete with Fish Products Day for recognition of the “FPD” acronym.

1996

Exactly five weeks prior to this year’s FPD celebration, a colorful, sea-creature-bedecked sign hangs from the 7th floor ceiling, proudly proclaiming “Five weeks until Fish Products Day!” -- a sign produced using Joe Parker’s home computer and printer, it is duly noted, so as not to re-elicit the ire of PrE department manager George Keen (see FPD 1993).  The five weeks preceding FPD are then counted down with a new sign each week.  Eleven days prior to FPD, Rob Schisla sends out a meeting notice via OfficeVision to reserve Conference Room 7072, pointing out that it is necessary to move the celebration from a cubicle to the much larger conference room “due to increased popularity and curiosity seekers, as well as the high vapor pressure of amines”.  But as the Ninth Annual Fish Products Day approaches, fans begin to despair at the thought of a Fish Products Day without the classic Mess-O-Trout lights (since Jim McGehee left the company in mid-1996) -- however, as those fans enter CR 7072 on 12/13/96 (Friday the 13th!), Jeff Smith’s new Mini Rainbow Trout lights, along with Andy and Karen Richards’ mid-sized trout lights intertwined in a large Christmas wreath, are a sight for their sore eyes.

Unique this year is the “Fill in the Bubble on the Janulisfish” contest, in which a large photo of Steve Janulis’ head is superimposed on the body of a fish, with a blank “word bubble” coming out of Steve’s mouth.  The winners are:

•
First Place, Mike Paulonis:  “He's too tall, I can't get him all the way down!” (in reference to the appearance that perhaps Steve is actually being swallowed by a fish)

•
Second Place, Amie Shaver:  “GOT FISH?” (plagiarizing the “GOT MILK?” ad campaign)

•
Third Place, Dail Blalock:  “Four score and seven years ago, our flounder fathers . . .”

•
Fourth Place, Scott Eberle:  “ ‘So, do you like fish?’ (( new employee recruitment tool)”

Unfortunately, Steve Janulis misses Fish Products Day for the first time ever, being on an extended assignment in Texas.  But Steve doesn’t totally miss out:  at about 5 a.m. on Fish Products Day morning, Rob Lin (in Texas with Steve) slips a copy of the Janulisfish photo under Steve’s hotel room door.  As Steve described it in an OfficeVision note a few days later, it was “kind of a rude picture of me to see that early!!  Alas, I sat in Texas dreaming about opening tins of all sorts of goodies…”.

Other highlights from FPD ‘96:

· Steve Janulis, in a pre-FPD-‘96 encyclical, bestows the official title of  “Great Uncle of Fish Products Day” upon Ryan Schad and Jeff Smith, for their contributions in helping to make Fish Products Day the grand celebration that it is today.

· A total of 21 fish-product dishes -- not counting 11 opened tins.

· Best of Show:  Suzy Bays’ shrimp bisque, with Boyd Safrit’s crab quiche a close second.

· Honorable Mention goes to the tins of questionably-edible fish products which Julian Jensen brought back from a trip to Spain, including baby eel (they look more like tapeworms), octopus, langostillos (large prawns), and “Squid Pieces In Their Own Ink”.

· Emmett Proffitt also garners an Honorable Mention for his whole blue crab (with shell, legs, and all) and king crab legs (12-14” long!);  as does Arlyn Petig for his still-hot-from-the-oven lemon-baked salmon.

· Other unique dishes this year:  “Chinese firecrackers” -- a dish of dried anchovies fried with hot peppers -- brought in by Doug Haseltine, compliments of his Chinese-American wife.  And pescado en escabeche, served up by Lillian Isaac.

· Decoration of the Year:  the Richards’ blinking Wreath-o-Trout.  Honorable Mention:  Joe Parker’s 38 plastic sea creatures, including a dolphin with sound, which are scattered around the room.

· Other food delights today include:  smoked salmon, shrimp dip, smoked trout, raw oysters, smoked oysters, oyster stew, seafood gumbo, salmon rolls, smoked baby clams, common cockles, mussels, “lunch” herring, and (questionably a delight) gefilte fish.

· Notable Alumni attending include:  Brad Overturf, Brenda Barnicki, Ryan Schad, Pete Lodal, Mark Harrison, Brenda Donen, Susan Myers, and Doug Haseltine.

· For those who don’t appreciate fish products, we have the following fish-themed but non-fish-product-containing treats:  a fish-shaped chocolate cake from Brenda Barnicki, a large solid-chocolate salmon from Eleanor Cwirko, and gummi fish from Bob Kline.

· Rob Schisla reserves CR 7072 a full 364 days in advance, for FPD 1997.

Quotable quotes today include:

· “This blows the Mess-O-Trout away!” exclaims Greg Dickerson as he observes the overall decorations in CR 7072.

·  “Aw, they’re little babies -- this is kind of mean,” says Suzy Bays about the baby eel, as she piles them on her plate and proceeds to wolf them down.

· “Not bad at all,” declares Doug Haseltine as he becomes one of the few who dare to try the gefilte fish.  (He later takes the whole jar home with him!)

·  “There’s not too many things that’ll get me up an hour early to come to work,” says Chris Niederer about Fish Products Day.

· “Oh, that’s raw!”, exclaims a rather surprised Brenda Donen after biting into a salmon roll.

· “I don't like eating anything that looks back at me,” says George Keen, on one of his three (count ‘em – three!) fish-product-garnering visits to CR 7072.

1997

Pre-FPD planning reaches a new high this year, including:  ( On April 2, 1997, Rob Schisla sends an OV note to Friends and Supporters of Fish Products Day, asking for donations to buy a fish piñata and a set of FPD trophies;  the FPD-a-thon greatly exceeds its goal.  ( The FPD Steering Committee holds planning meetings on 10/29/97 and 11/12/97.  ( A few weeks prior to the Tenth Annual Fish Products Day, a competition is announced for “The Official Fish Products Day Traveling Trophies”.  The four award categories are listed below, along with their 1997 winners.

The Tenth Annual Fish Products Day is held on 12/12/97 in CR 7072.  Boyd Safrit outdoes everyone in the sheer quantity of his home-cooked preparations, as he single-handedly serves up Bleu Cheese Crusted Snapper, Fried Snapper with Island Rum Butter, Jambalaya, and homemode French bread for the jambalaya.

The first-ever Satellite FPD is hosted this year by Ryan Schad at his new workplace at Eli Lilly in Lafayette, Indiana – but, sadly, his efforts are met with indifference (as were Steve Janulis’ efforts in the early days, it was noted).

A new enhancement to FPD this year is Joe Bays’ PowerPoint slide show, in which Joe uses the conference room’s computer and projection equipment and PowerPoint’s animation features to project a continuous, lively, and humorous slide show on the conference room’s screen, featuring various FPD themes, quotes from previous FPD’s, etc.

The first-ever FPD traveling trophies are awarded as follows:

1.)  The “Sardines in Louisiana Hot Sauce” Award for Most Fit-to-Eat Fish Product.

1997 Co-winners:   Suzy Bays, for her oysters lagnappe;  and Julian Jensen, for his smoked salmon cheesecake with green onion coulis.

2.)  The Agreda/Lichtenstein Goldfish Award for Most Memorable Performance.

1997 Winner:  Joe Bays, for the PowerPoint slide show, an official FPD environmental permit, and his entree entitled “Tower Packing with Severe Biological Fouling” (wagon-wheel pasta laced with sauteed shrimp).

3.) The Steve Janulis Fish Paste Award for Best Performance by a Newcomer.

1997 Winner:  Boyd Safrit, for his incredible multi-dish participation, as noted above.

4.) The Bass-o-Matic Award for Most Disgusting, Most Unique, or Most Uniquely Disgusting Fish Product.

1997 Winner:  Ed Cwirko, for the large, flat, ugly, leathery-looking, dried squid in a plastic see-through package, which he brought from Japan in January 1997 with FPD ‘97, still some 11 months away, in mind.

Quotable quotes this year include:

· Suzy Bays, at only 8:20 a.m.:  “I’m already about to pop – and I’m gonna eat more!”

· “Boyd’s a catch,” said Karen Richards and Lisa Stout, referring to Boyd’s demonstrated fish-product-cooking prowess – we think.

· “Hey, look – little lobsters!”, crowed Steve Humphrey, who apparently had never seen crawfish before.

· Randy Van Der Aa, noting the many PrE alumni present:  “Like salmon to the spawning ground, die-hard Fish Products Day celebrators return each year.”

· Speaking of Julian Jensen’s rather potent green onion coulis sauce, Rob Schisla noted, “It’s aggressive”;  to which Eleanor Cwirko added, “It’s not compatible with carbon steel.”

· “I’ve ‘smelt’ worse.” --John Willham, pun intended.

· “Fish Products Day:  Ten years, no lost-time injuries.”  --Julian Jensen

· “Be the Fish Man.”  --Scott Adams (the author of Dilbert), via Ryan Schad, via teleconference (see related notes above and below).

Other 1997 highlights include:

· Ryan Schad on a teleconference call from Eli Lilly to the crowd in CR 7072, reading Scott Adams’ touching holiday-spirit story about “the Fish Man”.  (See Appendix A for the complete text of the story.)

· First-ever participation by a major college’s chemical engineering department chair:  Charlie Moore, from the University of Tennessee.

· Wayne Chastain is on vacation today – but he still comes to FPD.

· Rob Lin actually rips off a chunk of Ed Cwirko’s ugly dried squid and eats it!

1998

At the Eleventh Annual Fish Products Day celebration, held in CR 7072 on 12/11/98, we find the grand FPD tradition alive and well – at least at Eastman.  In his second annual 9 a.m. FPD teleconference call from Eli Lilly (or “FPD benchmarking report”, as Brenda Barnicki calls it), Ryan Schad again reports only lukewarm support for his Satellite FPD at Lilly.  Ryan notes that he even had the Lilly cafeteria prepare a seafood casserole and a fish-shaped cake for his operations personnel!  But while his second-shift crew actually brought in a few fish products, Ryan laments that his first-shift crew was “uncooperative”.  As Ryan so succinctly sums it up, “It takes more than fish to make a Fish Products Day.”  Steve Janulis offers encouragement to Ryan, saying, “Don’t ever give up – the early years are the most trying” – and it is pointed out to Ryan that he is breaking new FPD ground by taking FPD out into operations.

By far, the biggest spectacle of FPD ’98 involves the three whole smoked Bermuda chub brought in by Jeff Smith (they are an appalling bright goldish-orange!), and the ensuing “Bermuda Chub Eyeball Fund:  Eat it and you get the pot!” [of collected encouragement money].  When the pot gets to $5, Ben Becker goes for it and downs one of the chub eyeballs.  Second round:  Steve Humphrey goes for it at $1.50 – in Steve’s words, “Hey, $1.50, that’s two soft drinks!”.  Then Chris Niederer strides into the conference room, demands to be given “the grossest thing here”, is handed a chub eyeball, eats it, and then asks, “Now, what was that?”

The winners of the Second Annual Competition for “The Official Fish Products Day Traveling Trophies” are:

--The “Sardines in Louisiana Hot Sauce” Award for Most Fit-to-Eat Fish Product.

1998 Winner:  Boyd Safrit, for his shrimp pesto pizza and Christmas shrimp pizza.

--The Agreda/Lichtenstein Goldfish Award for Most Memorable Performance.

1998 Winner:  Steve Humphrey, not only for his seafood brownies, and not only for eating one of the chub eyes, but also for subsequently downing the heads of all three chub.

--The Steve Janulis Fish Paste Award for Best Performance by a Newcomer.

1998 Co-winners:  Marty Neal, for his shrimp bisque;  and Alice Stephenson, for her crab cakes.

--The Bass-o-Matic Award for Most Disgusting, Most Unique, or Most Uniquely Disgusting Fish Product.

1998 Co-winners:  Steve Humphrey, on the “disgusting” side, for his seafood brownies, which have shrimp, lobster, crab, and mini-Hershey Kisses on the inside, and goldfish crackers and green M&M’s (for ‘eyes’) on the outside;  and Rob Schisla, on the “unique” side, for his caviar-and-cream-cheese-constructed, candy-cane-shaped-and-colored cheese spread.

The “quotable quotes” this year fly so fast and furiously that a separate register is kept and added to by FPD participants as they witness them.  Some of the best include:

· Eleanor Cwirko, to B-54D-residing husband Ed, as she reluctantly heads back to her office in B-231:  “You lucky dog – you can come up here all day long.”

·  A wide-eyed Kenrick Venett, as he walks into the conference room for his first-ever Fish Products Day:  “Is all this real?!”

· “Actually, this is the best way to attend”, says Tim Nolen after being called via the conference room speakerphone and harassed for not attending FPD, expressing his apparent distaste (pardon the pun) for fish products and/or FPD.

·  “Well, the ‘eyes’ have it”, says John Willham as he watches Ben Becker chew on eye of chub.

· Ben Becker, reflecting on the chub-eyeball eating:  “This may ‘rank’ right up there with goldfish-swallowing.”

· As Karen Richards debates whether or not to try Steve Humphrey’s seafood brownies, Steve advises her, “With fish products, you can’t think about it – you just have to eat it.”  (She does.)

· “You kind of never lose the aftertaste.”  --Rob Lin, after tearing off and eating another piece of dried squid (the same dried squid left over from last year!).

Other highlights from FPD ’98 include:

· Steve Janulis – the world-renowned Father of Fish Products Day himself – admits that, “in one of those cruel tricks of nature”, he is allergic to crab and lobster.  (Sort of like Henry Ford being carsick, isn’t it?)

· For the second year in a row, someone comes to FPD even though they are on vacation – this year, it’s Suzy Bays (last year it was Wayne Chastain).

· The Design Data Laboratory is commended for its 100% FPD participation.

· A nice, new, civilized touch for FPD this year:  Rob Schisla brings in a large bottle of mouthwash, along with Dixie cups for partaking.

1999
The Twelfth Annual Fish Products Day is scheduled a full year in advance, for December 10, 1999.  However, the date is moved up to December 3 at the last minute, in order to stay ahead of the “involuntary separations notification day”, which had at first been scheduled for December 13 but then was moved up to December 6.  (It is later noted that not one person who attended FPD ‘99 was “involuntarily separated”;  it is concluded by some that either attending FPD is good for your career, or else only top-flight employees attend FPD.)

Just a few days prior to FPD ’99, a poem entitled “Twas the Night Before FPD” magically appears near the 7th-floor coffee pot, with no one claiming responsibility for it.  Intrigued FPD participants gradually come to the consensus that FPD Father Steve Janulis must be the author of the poem, but Steve will neither confirm nor deny said authorship – leaving an FPD mystery for the ages.  (See Appendix B for the complete poem.)

FPD ’99 shows that Fish Products Day is still alive and well:  by 8:00, FPD celebrants are packed like sardines in CR-7072 – or, as Suzy Jessee puts it, “When I got here at 8:00, you couldn’t stir ‘em with a stick!”  This is despite the fact that the elevators in B-54D are not functioning today, thus requiring FPD participants to hike up six flights of stairs to get to FPD ’99.  It is noted that this is rather symbolic and appropriate, seeing as how salmon in some places have to scale man-made “water-stairs” in order to get upstream to their spawning grounds.

Rick Witt – a Process Systems alumnus from the early 1980’s – proudly attends FPD ’99 in his first year as Director of Worldwide Engineering & Construction.  When it is pointed out to Rick that Wayne Burchette has not yet appeared at FPD (neither this year nor last, which was Wayne’s first year as manager of Project & Process Engineering), Rick jokingly comments, “I’ll have to put that on his development plan.”  However, Wayne proves to be one step ahead of that, as Wayne later joins in the FPD ’99 celebration.

Randy Van Der Aa – a Godfather of Fish Products Day – is commended for cutting his week-long Arizona vacation short, just so he could be here at FPD on this Friday morning.

The FPD “Quotable Quotes” register is once again filled with a stringer of “keepers” this year, including:

· "Cover that up -- it looks like it's already been eaten once." --Emmett Proffitt

· "Eat first.  Ask questions later." --Steve Humphrey

· "I would have remembered saying that -- that's stupid." --Chris Niederer (referring to his wimps/chaff quote from FPD ‘93)

· Steve Bellner, after observing the FPD Eve display of assorted jars and tins in the 7th-floor hallway, the day before his first FPD:  "I'm beginning to be afraid." 

· "20 years of quality fish products." --Steve Janulis, FPD Proud Papa.

· "I've discovered a new use for ear plugs:  nose plugs." --John Aycock

· “7 flights of stairs to smell this!” –Phil Tencer

· “Man, I don’t know how I’m gonna keep eating for another hour or two!” –Rob Schisla

· "I'm going to the dentist today.  I don't think they are going to appreciate this." --Kenrick Venett

· "Do you have an air permit for this?" --Susan Myers, Environmental Affairs. (Actually, we do have an environmental permit – see FPD ’97.)

· Phil Tencer, basking in the glow of Lisa Stout’s psychedelic, rotating-fish-scene lamp:  “It’s kind of like the lava lamp meets Fish Products Day.”

· "Man, this is like a nightclub!" --David Miller

· "There is a fine line between genius and insanity." --Mark Wilson  ( (He doesn’t say which side of the line FPD is on.)
· "This is actually the first time I'm glad I have a cold." --Jeff Collie
It is commented that the PSE/PCSE/PrE/P&PE alumni attending FPD ’99 nearly outnumber the current 7th-floor employees participating.  Alumni sightings include (in alphabetical order):  Ben Becker, Richard Bonner, Lisa Bullard, Wayne Chastain, Mary Crow, Eleanor Cwirko, Doug Haseltine, Andy Hiester, Julian Jensen, Suzy Bays Jessee, Brian Joyner, George Keen, Pete Lodal, Susan Myers, Brad Overturf, Emmett Proffitt, Winston Rawlston, Patrice Riesenberg, Jeff Smith, Sean Smith, Randy Van Der Aa, John Willham, Mark Wilson, Rick Witt (as noted elsewhere), and Tom Yount.  Furthermore, guests/visitors include:  Jeff Collie, Dan Deason, Marty Neal, Mark Templeton, and Phil Tencer.

Fish products being consumed today include dishes like smoked trout, oyster stew, freshly broiled salmon, shrimp tarts, crawfish muffins, prawns with prawn ravioli, “Classic Charleston Breakfast Shrimp” (a.k.a., shrimp and grits), salmon balls with horseradish sauce, seafood gumbo, crawfish pie, marinated oysters, curried coconut shrimp spread, lox and bagels, squid pieces, smoked alligator (okay, technically it’s a reptile rather than a fish, but it spends a good deal of its life in the water), “Regular Smoked Pacific Salmon Jerky” (sent by Ryan Schad), Idahoan seafood potatoes, tuna jerky, and the usual assortment of tins.

Later in the day, the winners of the Third Annual Competition for “The Official Fish Products Day Traveling Trophies” are announced via the following e-mail note:

-----Original Message-----

From:
Smith, G. Jeffrey 

Sent:
Friday, December 03, 1999 4:18 PM

To:
Janulis, Steven A ; Jessee, Suzy Bays; Humphrey, Steve; Safrit, Boyd T; Stout, Lisa M; Floyd, Michael C

Cc:
Schisla, Robert M; Bullard, Lisa G; Neal, Marty L; Parker, Joseph L; Alderson, Beth W; Richards, Karen M ; Bays, Joseph N ; Cwirko, Ed; Cwirko, Eleanor H; Barnicki, Brenda; 'Schad, Ryan (at Lilly)'

Subject:
FPD Traveling Trophy Winners

Congratulations to the winners of the Fish Products Day Traveling Trophies, as announced by the Supreme Executive Committee:
1.) Steve Janulis and Suzy Bays Jessee are co-winners of the "Most Fit-to-Eat Fish Product" award, for their respective entries of "salmon balls with horseradish sauce" and "shrimp tarts".

2.) Lisa Stout and Steve Humphrey are co-winners of the "Most Memorable Performance" award -- Lisa for her crawfish pie and her "electric ocean lamp" decoration, and Steve for the wonderful addition to the festivities of an FPD soundtrack and his not-so-wonderful (but creative!) "Idahoan seafood potatoes".

3.) Mike Floyd is the winner of the "Best Performance by a Newcomer" award for his ad hoc, selfless, and creative assistance with the decorations and set-up on FPD Eve.

4.) Boyd Safrit and Jeff Smith are co-winners of the "Most Unique" award for their respective entries of "prawns with prawn ravioli" and "smoked gator bits".

The three "co-won" awards have been presented to Boyd, Steve J., and Steve H., with the request that, after proudly displaying the trophies for six months, they will transfer custody of the trophies to Jeff, Suzy, and Lisa, respectively.

Congratulations, one and all, and we hope to see you again next year!
G. Jeffrey (Jeff) Smith

FPD Historian
(EDITOR'S NOTE, 12/13/00:   Some of the events of FPD ‘99 are still undergoing judicial review by the Florida Supreme Court and may be subject to a recount.  Feel free to make comments/suggestions/

additions/corrections, much like Al Gore would do if he were here.)

2000
At a lunchtime FPD Planning Committee meeting on 11/2/00 in the Skoby’s Pantry “Train Room”, it is suggested that it is time that Fish Products Day has its own web site.  By 7:00 that evening, said web site is up and running at http://www.geocities.com/coolfatfish/, thanks to webmaster Tim Nolen.

On 11/28/00, a widespread announcement is made via e-mail for the upcoming Thirteenth Annual Fish Products Day celebration, including an attachment describing the full criteria for the Fourth Annual FPD “traveling trophies” to be vied for at FPD 2000 (see Appendix C for the full trophy criteria) and also including a link to the FPD web site (for viewing “from your HOME computer, on your OWN time, of course”).

Just prior to FPD 2000, Steve Janulis – the Father of Fish Products Day – bestows the official title of “Great Uncle of Fish Products Day” upon Tim Nolen and Rob Schisla, in recognition of their many and varied contributions to Fish Products Day;  Tim is so honored for his incredible work on the new FPD web site, among other contributions, while Rob is so honored for having been “a major fanner of the FPD flame for many years” (in the words of Jeff Smith).  Tim and Rob thus join Ryan Schad and Jeff Smith in the rarefied designation of Great Uncles of FPD.

Two other notable pre-FPD happenings:

--A new “Contest of the Week” is held via the web site for each of the four weeks leading up to FPD 2000.  One week, suggestions for what should be engraved on the Billy Bass plaque include “Reel me in, Scottie – no intelligent life here!”,  “No, I am NOT related to the Janulisfish”, and “I just DARE Victor to try to swallow ME”.

--Appearing from out of nowhere on the FPD web site is “Ode to Fish Products”, a spoof of Dr. Suess’ “Green Eggs and Ham”, including such memorable lines as “I would wrap them in bologna, I would like them at Ectona” and “Thank you, thank you, Steve I am!”.  (See the FPD web site for the complete text.)

The Thirteenth Annual Fish Products Day celebration is held in CR-7072 on 12/15/00.  Gary Kingery and Ryan Schad participate by phone from Eli Lilly in Indianapolis, and Ryan reads a humorous essay titled “Fish Products Day and the Origin of Life”, written especially for the occasion (see the FPD web site for the complete text of the essay).  This marks Ryan’s third long-distance FPD address – he missed last year due to a communication snafu.

Some various highlights from FPD Y2K:

--Decorations and novelties include flashing fish lights, inflatable fish hanging from the ceiling, fish nets on the walls, ‘Billy Bass’, and a special FPD Christmas tree decorated with red-and-white fishing bobbers, plastic worms, and various fishing lures.
--Ben Becker sports a hilarious lobster hat, with the lobster’s claws outstretched toward the heavens – apparently either begging for mercy, or else despairing at the sight of so many of its aquatic cousins being served up as food.

--On display is the complete FPD history document, covering FPD events and happenings from the inception of FPD right up to today.

--Steve Humphrey initiates the first-ever FPD Poster Session by displaying a poster titled “The ‘Far Side’ of Fish Products Day”, a collection of favorite fish-related Far Side cartoons.

--A professionally framed and surprisingly professional-looking fish artwork created by Jeff Smith’s son Brian’s kindergarten class.

--A name-that-caption contest, using a picture of Julia Child holding a four-foot-long fish.  Best captions:  “Just remember, if you can lift it, you can eat it!”, and “Swallow this, Agreda!”.

--A running record of the best quotes from FPD Y2K.

--Special FPD Y2K ID sticker-badges, courtesy of Joe Bays.  All of the nametags say across the top, “I Swam Through FPD Y2K”, but there are several different lines at the bottom of the tags, such as, “Returning to spawn in 7072 year after year”.

--One particularly noteworthy quote:  “This tastes like cat food – I’ve tasted cat food.” – Stan Scroggin, after trying the sambal udang (dried prawns in a brown soya bean paste), which, admittedly, does look and smell like cat food.

Some especially notable attendees this year include (in alphabetical order) Victor Agreda, Jerry Bewley, Wayne Burchette, Jim Doss, Jim Downs, Steve Janulis, Jennifer Knight, Joe Knight, Sharon Nolen, Tom Pridgen, Steve Rochelle, Stan Scroggin, Bill Smith, Jack Tate, and Rick Witt.

PSE/PCSE/PrE/P&PE alumni seen attending FPD Y2K include (in alphabetical order):  Victor Agreda, Joe Bays, Ben Becker, Wayne Chastain, Eleanor Cwirko, Jim Doss, Doug Haseltine, Lisa Herndon, Steve Humphrey, Julian Jensen, Suzy Jessee, Jennifer Knight, Joe Knight, Steve Miller, Sharon Nolen, Tim Nolen, Emmett Proffitt, Patrice Riesenberg, Jeff Smith, and John Willham.

Later in the day, the winners of the Fourth Annual Competition for “The Official Fish Products Day Traveling Trophies” are announced via the following e-mail note, including a brand-new award category called the “Wild-Card” Award:

-----Original Message-----

From: 
Smith, Jeff  

Sent:
Friday, December 15, 2000 7:25 PM

To:
Jensen, Julian H S; Humphrey, Steve; Bays, Joseph N ; 'Nolen, Tim (at home)'; Miller, Stephen M; Yount, Ken; Parker, Joseph L

Cc:
Janulis, Steven A ; Jessee, Suzy; Neal, Marty L; Safrit, Boyd T; Herndon, Lisa Stout; Schisla, Robert M; Cwirko, Eleanor H; 'Cwirko, Ed and El'; 'home'; 'Schad, Ryan and Susan'; 'Bullard, Lisa (at NCSU)'; 'Barnicki, Brenda & Scott'; Overturf, Brad W ; Becker, Bennett E; Chastain, Wayne; Donen, Brenda J ; Niederer, Chris; Proffitt, Emmett A; Wilder, Darrel R ; Snow, Bradley D ; Herndon, Lisa Stout; Christian, Doug; Deason, Dan; Downs, James J; Scroggin, Stanley Roy; Bewley, Jerry L

Subject:
FPD Y2K Traveling Trophy Winners

Congratulations to the following winners of the Fourth Annual Competition for the Fish Products Day Traveling Trophies, as announced by the Supreme Executive Committee:

--The “Sardines in Louisiana Hot Sauce” Award for Most Fit-to-Eat Fish Product.

2000 Co-winners:  Julian Jensen and Joe Bays, for Julian's crawfish etouffee (which disappeared in a record time of 10 minutes), and for Joe's coconut shrimp with marmalade sauce.

--The Agreda/Lichtenstein Goldfish Award for Most Memorable Performance.

2000 Co-winners:  Tim Nolen and Steve Humphrey, for Tim's stupendous work in creating and continually augmenting the FPD website, and for Steve's various efforts including room-decorating, creating an FPD Soundtrack (burned on CD), and multiple impromptu solo sing-alongs to "The Fishin' Hole" (the Andy Griffith Show theme song, which was an instrumental on the CD).
--The Steve Janulis Fish Paste Award for Best Performance by a Newcomer.

2000 Winner:  Steve Miller, who, while not a newcomer to Eastman, was a newcomer to active assistance in helping make FPD more festive -- especially by the presence of his unique shark-shaped snack bowl which, when approached by someone's hand, played six menacing notes from the "Jaws" theme song.

--The Bass-o-Matic Award for Most Disgusting, Most Unique, or Most Uniquely Disgusting Fish Product.

2000 Winner:  Ken Yount, for the rather disgusting fish products which he personally imported from Malaysia after a business trip there earlier in the year -- including canned cuttlefish, sambal udang (prawns in a brown soya bean paste), and sugared chili cuttlefish (a unique, slightly sweet, and very smelly wafer-like snack).

--The "Wild-Card" Award, which this year is for "Best Participation By A Family".

2000 Winner:  The Joe Parker family, for Joe's always-active participation, but especially for the highly-decorative 18-inch-tall FPD Christmas tree which wife Kay and daughter Lauren decorated tastefully and appropriately with red-and-white fishing bobbers, plastic worms, and various other plastic fishing lures.

The two "co-won" awards will be presented to one co-winner with the request that, after proudly displaying the trophy for six months, they will transfer custody of the trophy to the other co-winner.

Congratulations, one and all -- and remember the Quote of the Day, by Joe Bays:


"Veni, vidi, pisce -- I came, I saw, I had the fish."
Jeff Smith

FPD Historian
2001
Some notable events leading up to FPD 2001:

--In the widespread e-mail FPD meeting notice of 11/30/01, it is pointed out that “Eastman’s upper management has come to the sensible but forced-upon-them conclusion that it is NOT in the company’s best interest to split Fish Products Day” (and thus, the Eastman/Voridian spin was cancelled).

--The FPD web site gets bigger and better every day as The Big Day approacheth, as webmaster Tim Nolen continually posts new and exciting items to the site, including some great quotes from e-mail notes from well-wishing alumni scattered across the country.

--The FPD 2001 web site also has two alternative home pages:  one titled “Fish Products Day 2001: A Fish Odyssey”, featuring a picture of the 2001: A Space Odyssey movie’s famous dark obelisk and accompanied by the movie’s theme music;  and a second one titled “Fish Products Day 2001: United We Fish”, featuring U.S. flags and making an obvious reference to the post-“9-11” surge of patriotism occurring in the United States.

--About two weeks before FPD 2001, as further proof that fish-related truth is stranger than fish-related fiction, the true story of the French celebration of “April Fish” is posted on the FPD web site.  Apparently on April 1 every year (while Americans are lamely celebrating merely April Fool’s Day), people in France are celebrating “April Fish”, eating fish-shaped chocolates and playing fish-related practical jokes on one another.  (Man, those French are always way ahead of us when it comes to the art of knowing how to live.)  In honor of this enlightened French tradition, Jeff Smith and Eastman alumnus Lisa Bullard team up with Lisa’s ex-pat friend in France, Becky Ramsey, to have some French “April Fish” fish-shaped chocolates imported to Kingsport just in time for FPD 2001.  (See the FPD web site for complete details of the “April Fish” tradition.)

--Long-time FPD participant Patrice Riesenberg reports that she had an amazing fish dream on FPD Eve, and in an e-mail note she describes in detail the many travails she underwent in her dream in trying to keep her (real-life) pet tropical fish alive after the water in her aquarium accidentally became ice-cold.  Jeff Smith interprets her dream as “the result of a suppressed but just-under-the-surface feeling of guilt over having certain fish as pets while eagerly anticipating the upcoming enjoyment of snacks made out of their less fortunate cousins”.
The Fourteenth Annual Fish Products Day celebration is held in CR-7072 (for the sixth straight time) on 12/14/01, and an all-time record is set for the number of people calling in from external sites who are simultaneously celebrating FPD with us, in spirit if not in person.  First, at 8:50 a.m., Boyd Safrit calls CR-7072 from his new workplace with PPG in Charlotte, NC, and recites to us a poem titled “Twas the Day Before FPD” (not to be confused with 1999’s “Twas the Night Before FPD”, Appendix B), which Boyd wrote especially for the occasion of his first long-distance FPD.  (For the complete text of Boyd’s poem, see the FPD web site.)

The second long-distance phone call to FPD 2001 is from FPD Co-Godfather Randy Van Der Aa, phoning in “from some secret place in Maryland”, where he is on a temporary and very secretive assignment for Bechtel (could it be related to the events of “9-11”, it is speculated?).

The third call-in today is from Ryan Schad, marking his fourth such long-distance FPD participation, from Eli Lilly in Indianapolis.  However, this time Ryan has three other participants with him on a conference call:  Gary Kingery and Ignacio Garcia (who are both, like Ryan, former 7th-floor employees now working at Lilly); and FPD Co-Godfather John Calvert, participating from his home in Overland Park, Kansas.

Tins – according to some, the original and still the best containers from which to enjoy fish products – are still aplenty at FPD 2001.  This year’s tins include roasted eel (good, actually), cuttlefish in its own ink (bad, actually), smoked roach and smoked powan (from Jeff Smith’s wife Rhonda’s May 2001 trip to Finland), long-tailed fried anchovies, smoked herring filets, and various types of sardines.

Today’s Worst of Show:  A photo finish between the cuttlefish (“in its own ink”) and the anchovy paste (in its own toothpaste-like tube).  However, due to its “staying power” – that is, its tendency to continue to assault and insult your taste buds long after the initial taste – the anchovy paste narrowly wins out over the cuttlefish, according to the FPD Official Bad-Stuff Taste-Testers, Richard Bonner and Stan Scroggin.

Some of the memorable quotes today include the following:

· “My wife is still not speaking to me for the smell in the kitchen.” –Bob Huddleston

· “The best part is still the cracker.” –Mike Maness, who obviously is still not a seafood-lover.

· “I’m in the mood for a margarita – it feels like Key West.” –Joe Parker, after sitting back and soaking in all the tropical-fish decorations and general fish/sea ambience.

Helping to entertain FPD 2001 participants today is Joe Bays’ 5th annual FPD PowerPoint slide show – this year featuring Joe’s take on what the new Eastman sculpture in front of the Employee Center might look like when it is unveiled later today (a bust of the Father of FPD?!).

(Editor’s note:  Need to mention the George W. Bush “What’s he saying?” contest here!)

Here is an attempt at a semi-complete roster of on-site FPD 2001 attendees (in alphabetical order), many of whom are PSE/PCSE/PrE/P&PE alumni, of course (please let us know if we left you off the list!):

Victor Agreda, Beth Alderson, Joe Bays, Ben Becker, Erin Bernhardt, Jerry Bewley, Richard Bonner, Wayne Burchette, Michelle Caveness, Tony Caston, Wayne Chastain, Doug Christian, Jerry Cole, Joe Cox, Ed Cwirko, Dan Deason, Greg Dickerson, Brenda Donen, Jim Downs, Ty Earls, Eddie Flanary, Lee Gray, Casey Henry, Lisa Herndon, Bob Huddleston, Steve Humphrey, Raymond Isaac, Steve Janulis, Julian Jensen, Suzy Jessee, George Keen, Laura Johnson, April Keeling, Brad Killen, Joe Knight, Rob Lin, Pete Lodal, Mike Maness, Chad Marlow, David Miller, Steve Miller, Jennifer Mize, Susan Myers, Marty Neal, Sharon Nolen, Tim Nolen, Joe Parker, Kay Parker, Mike Paulonis, Renae Peppers, Mark Plemmons, Winston Rawlston, Patrice Riesenberg, David Roberts, Jim Ryans, Rob Schisla, Stan Scroggin, Bill Sickles, Dave Skelton, Jeff Smith, Alice Stephenson, Mark Templeton, Lisa Tencer, Phil Tencer, Dan Terrill, Tom Tidwell, John Twork, Kenrick Venett, Ernie Vogel, John Willham, Amy Wilson, Ken Yount, and Tom Yount.

Known off-site FPD participants this year are at what is believed to be a record number:  John Calvert, Ignacio Garcia, Gary Kingery, Boyd Safrit, Ryan Schad, and Randy Van Der Aa.

Shortly after FPD 2001, the winners of the FPD Traveling Trophies are announced, as follows:

Congratulations to the following winners of the Fifth Annual Competition for the Fish Products Day Traveling Trophies, as announced by the Supreme Executive Committee:

--The “Sardines in Louisiana Hot Sauce” Award for Most Fit-to-Eat Fish Product.

2001 Co-winners:  Dan Deason and Julian Jensen, for Dan's melt-in-your-mouth, hot-off-the-home-smoker-this-morning smoked salmon, and for Julian's delicious twin entries of crawfish torte and crawfish pie.

--The Agreda/Lichtenstein Goldfish Award for Most Memorable Performance.

2001 Co-winners:  Julian Jensen, in part for his two crawfish dishes today, but also as a sort of Lifetime Achievement Award in recognition of his long-running record of fish product excellence year-in and year-out.

--The Steve Janulis Fish Paste Award for Best Performance by a Newcomer.

2001 Winner:  Dave Skelton and Bob Huddleston, for Dave's tasty "shrimp and corn soup" (much better than it sounds), and for Bob's novel creation of "Seafood Stuff", which he modestly described as (and I quote), "A wonderful blend of mussels, shrimp, octopus tentacles and other body parts, cuttlefish, and squid, sautéed in garlic and butter with Old Bay seasoning, mushrooms and green onions, served over special curried rice".

--The Bass-o-Matic Award for Most Disgusting, Most Unique, or Most Uniquely Disgusting Fish Product.

2001 Winner:  For once, this award is being given for something "unique" rather than "disgusting":  To Rob Schisla, for his unique and very patriotic entry of red caviar, white cream cheese, and blue-dyed cream cheese (with 50 "stars" made of crabmeat) in the form of a geometrically-correct U.S. flag -- a sight to behold!  (See the FPD web site for a picture.)

--The "Wild-Card" Award, which this year is for "Most Improved Fish Product".

2001 Winner:  Steve Humphrey, who in the past has prepared many fish products of ill repute, but who this year prepared seafood enchiladas which had people saying, "Steve Humphrey made this, but it's actually really good!".

The two "co-won" awards will be presented to one co-winner with the request that, after proudly displaying the trophy for six months, they transfer custody of the trophy to the other co-winner.

See you next year, whether as one company or two!

Jeff Smith

FPD Historian
Two additional ad-hoc awards are presented by Pete Lodal shortly after FPD 2001:

1.) The “Best False Notification of Emergency” or “Red Herring” Award goes to Captain Al New of Plant Protection, for sending patroller Eddie Flanary to the 7th floor on a bogus “odor” complaint at about the time of the zenith of FPD 2001’s aroma.

2.) And patroller Eddie Flanary receives the “Good Sport for Being Sent on a ‘Fishing’ Expedition” or “Amenable Angler” Award for his graciousness in being ‘set up’, given how much he HATES fish (which is why Al sent him in the first place!).

(Editor’s note:  Some of the events of FPD 2001 are still being digested, pardon the pun, and have not yet been recorded here – please let the editor know of any particularly noteworthy items which you feel should be added to the historical record.)

2002
In the FPD off-season, Steve Janulis expresses his appreciation for the Father’s Day card that was signed and sent to him by a good-sized group of FPD aficionados (after all, Steve is the Father of Fish Products Day).

Also in the FPD off-season, Tim Nolen points out that Eastman’s CASPI business organization (located in the CASPIan Sea) has adopted the latest management fad, “FISH!” – which is a best-selling book which says you can “Catch the Energy and Release the Potential” of your employees, using various fishing analogies.  (Finally, some enlightened management.)  See the FPD 2002 web site for a photo of the book’s cover.

Two days prior to FPD 2002, new employee Dave Schubert displays a keen, beyond-his-years understanding of the spirit of empowerment upon which FPD is built, as he boldly proclaims that this year’s Fish Products Day will also be Hawaiian Shirt Day, and he encourages his 7th-floor co-inhabitants to join in.  Could this be the beginning of a new FPD tradition?

Just prior to FPD 2002, a special FPD poem is e-mailed in by FPD Co-Godfather John Calvert.  The poem is titled “Ode to the Founder of Fish Products Day (or, a War on Sugar)” and has a secret, hidden message which can be decoded by listing, in order, the seven letters which are the only upper-case letters used in the entire poem.  The secret message is:  J-A-N-U-L-I-S.

Karen Richards (now with Pfizer in Kalamazoo, MI) tries to call in around 8:30 a.m., but apparently the soft buzz of the conference room telephone could not be heard due to the stepped-up volume of the FPD revelers and the fish-themed music being played at about that time;  this is noted as a “process improvement” to be worked on for next year’s FPD.

Several FPD “firsts” are recorded this year:

· First-ever “Hawaiian Shirt Day” held in conjunction with FPD

· First-ever interviewee being brought into FPD (Jerry Bewley brings her in and shows her around – subsequently, of course, she chooses to join the Eastman team)

· First ex-Eastman employee participating on a visitor’s pass (Chad Marlow)

· First-ever raw, dead lobster to be microwaved for a few minutes and then eaten on (by Steve Humphrey – who else?)

· First-ever significantly successful satellite FPD (hosted by Randy Van Der Aa, now contracting at Pfizer in Kalamazoo, MI)

A special “Grinchy Claus” award is given to Columbus Operations, for their having an “incident” which caused Wayne Chastain to have to miss FPD for the first time in many years.

Shortly after FPD 2002, and for the first time ever, the first round of balloting for the FPD Awards came up somewhat inconclusive on a few of the awards, necessitating a second-round ballot.  Eventually, the FPD 2002 Awards are declared as follows:

(Editor’s note:  The record of the events of FPD 2002 is still incomplete at this time.)

2003
During the annual excitement build-up which occurs every year just prior to Fish Products Day, John Franjione (one of several recent Eastman returnees from other companies) submits the first-ever FPD haiku:

Stinky, fishy stuff

On a cold winter morning.

FPD is bliss.
Sums up the spirit of FPD pretty well, doesn’t it?

An FPD planning meeting is held on 12/4/03 at the Up the Creek restaurant (which it is felt is a rather appropriate location), and the FPD conference-room decoration party is scheduled for lunchtime on FPD Eve.  Rob Schisla reserves the conference room for the entire afternoon of FPD Eve so that no unsuspecting souls would schedule themselves for a meeting in such a rather unusually appointed conference room.
Three days prior to FPD, a caption contest appears on the FPD Web site (www.geocities.com/coolfatfish);  entrants are asked to come up with a caption for an Associated Press picture of NASCAR’s Bobby Labonte staring up at his Bass Pro Shops MBNA 500 trophy, which consists mostly of a huge green bass leaping out of the water.
On the afternoon of FPD Eve, Jeff Smith sends out an e-mail note reminding folks of the impending Fish Products Day festivities and suggesting that they check out the FPD Web site to participate in the caption contest.  An hour or so later, reports start coming in that GeoCities (the Web site’s host) has temporarily blocked access to the Web site, apparently due to so many people accessing the site that the site exceeded its bandwidth allocation.
The Sixteenth Annual Fish Products Day celebration is held in Building 54D’s Conference Room 7072 (for the eighth straight year) on 12/12/03, and it gets off to its earlier start ever:  Rob Schisla opens up the first tin at the record-breaking time of 5:05 a.m. EST.
This year is the second annual occurrence of “Hawaiian Shirt Day” coinciding with FPD.  However, John Franjione takes FPD attire to a new level this year – a higher or a lower level, we’re not sure – by showing up wearing a straw Panama hat, a colorful and untucked-in fish shirt, shorts, and beach sandals with no socks, as if he mistook FPD for a Jimmy Buffet concert and/or limbo contest or something.
The average fish-product quality is probably higher than ever this year, with relatively few candidates vying for the “Most Disgusting” award.  Some of the dishes include:  (need to add list here)…
We have an extraordinarily long list of FPD “firsts” this year, including:

· First native Peruvian to attend FPD:  Randy McGrady's guest, Maggie Maticorena.
· First shorts and Panama hat worn to FPD, by John Franjione.

· First FPD haiku, submitted by John Franjione just prior to FPD 2003:

Stinky, fishy stuff

On a cold winter morning.

FPD is bliss.

· First whole fish imported to FPD from Russia:  Patrice Riesenberg’s scumbria, or cold-smoked (but not holy) mackerel, purchased at a Ural-foods shop in Asheville, NC.

· First fish product mailed to FPD:  Steve Humphrey sends some fish sticks via Priority Mail.  (Rob Schisla points out that this is one of the first fish products to be not even touched, not because of how disgusting it was, but rather for fear of food poisoning.  Rob also points out that even the supposedly higher-priority “overnight” mail never gets delivered directly to his office, and in fact never even to his building before 3 p.m. – and yet this particular item was delivered directly to Rob’s office chair by 7:30 a.m. (could it have been the smell that encouraged such prompt and personal delivery?).)
· First awarding of The 7th-Floor Quote of the Year, a.k.a., The Gilded Tongue Award, awarded to Tom Tidwell for his quote, “I dress to avoid nakedness, and you should all be pleased”.
· First shutdown of the FPD Web site due to too much traffic (on the afternoon of FPD Eve – see details in separate paragraph above).

· First Bible verses mentioned as being related to Fish Products Day:  Steve Humphrey points out:  “And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah; and Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights. … And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.”  (Jonah 1:17, and Jonah 2:10)  It is pointed out that this is sort of the reverse of Fish Products Day, as far as who eats whom – and usually without any vomiting involved.

Other quotes of note from this year’s FPD:

· “You can spill all the fish products you want on ‘em, but just don’t break ‘em.” – Rob Schisla, watching as John Franjione was hooking up Rob’s computer speakers to the conference room computer, as one speaker went crashing to the floor.

· “The early gull gets the fish.” – Steve Janulis, upon hearing that Rob Schisla had opened a fish-product tin at 5:05 a.m. on FPD morning.

· “Management could learn a lot from us, if we can motivate people with stinky fish.” – Rob Schisla.

John Franjione makes yet another contribution to the artsy side of FPD 2003 (in addition to the haiku and his attire, both mentioned above) when he plays the classic, quite demented song, “Fish Heads”, on the conference room computer.  To give a flavor of the song (pardon the pun), here are the song’s chorus and first verse:

Chorus:
Fish heads, fish heads,

Roley poley fish heads,

Fish heads, fish heads,

Eat them up, yummm.

First Verse:
In the morning

Laughing, happy fish heads,

In the evening

Floating in the soup.

Franjione adds the following “Fish Heads” trivia in a post-FPD e-mail:

Turns out that the song “Fish Heads” came out in 1978, and was put out by the group “Barnes and Barnes”.  And “Barnes and Barnes” consisted of Los Angeles musicians Robert Haimer and Billy Mumy.  Yes, Billy Mumy, who played Will Robinson from “Lost in Space”.
(Editor’s note:  The record of the events of FPD 2003 is still incomplete at this time.)

 –Humbly submitted by Jeff Smith, FPD Historian
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APPENDIX A

(The story below was excerpted from Dilbert Newsletter #18, dated December 1997, by Scott Adams, copyright 1997 United Features Syndicate, Inc., at the following website:  http://umweb1.unitedmedia.com/comics/dilbert/dnrc/newsletter/html/newsletter18.html.

This is the story which Ryan Schad read to FPD participants via the CR 7072 speakerphone at FPD 1997.)

Holiday Story

I like to get serious once a year in the Dilbert Newsletter. Here's a true story. 

I was seventeen, working as a bellhop at the Sugar Maples resort in the Catskill Mountains. Most of the guests were regulars. Families had been coming on the same week each summer for generations. Many of the employees were regulars too, so we knew a lot of the guests by sight. Some we knew by name. Others by reputation. 

The guests arrived on Saturday to stay the week. The bellhops lined up, ready to carry bags and earn the standard one-dollar tip. Sometimes it was fifty cents. If we got lucky, two dollars. But this week was special. 

This was the week the Fish Man was scheduled to arrive. 

We didn't know his real name. According to legend, the Fish Man made a fortune in some sort of fish-related business. He was a self-made man, the story went. But more importantly, he was a twenty-dollar tipper. 

No other tipper was in his league. The Fish Man stood alone. 

There were five bellhops and only one Fish Man per year. If it was your turn in line, it was like winning a small lottery. Tradition dictated that when you returned from carrying the Fish Man's bags, you flashed your twenty and laughed above the groans of your hapless co-workers. The closing ceremony was half of the fun. 

That summer, I got the Fish Man. He was a big man, bright red hair, easy smile, and an ample belly. He wore hideous vacation shirts and shorts. I don't remember much about his family; they weren't the source of my tip. 

I didn't talk to the Fish Man much -- just the usual bellhop-to-guest patter. None of his bags were unusually heavy, so I didn't use my best bellhop line, "Did you bring your rock collection?" No matter. The tip was predetermined. When the Fish Man's wallet came out, it seemed like slow motion. It was a field of green. He plucked a twenty from the pile, smiled, and said, "Thanks." There was no explanation for the huge overtip. 

I glided back to the main office, eager to complete the ceremony. The bellhops groaned on cue. I think someone threw something at me. 

Soon the money was spent. Twenty dollars didn't have any real financial impact on me. But I never forgot the Fish Man. It was a mystery. The whole point of tipping was lost at the twenty dollar level. There was something else going on. It was as if he was posing a riddle: 

"Why did I give you so much money?" 

I worked on the riddle for years. Sometimes I thought I had the answer, but the solution changed depending on my perspective. As a teenager, I thought the Fish Man was showing off. When I became a banker, I thought the Fish Man was making a wise investment to improve the service during his stay. When I worked for the phone company I thought the Fish Man was feeling guilty for having a virtual monopoly on money. 

Lately, my perspective has changed again, and so too the answer to the riddle. I am the same age as the Fish Man now. And I've had the same luck that he had financially. I can see myself at seventeen the way he saw me: naive, full of energy and ambition, no clue where the trail begins or where it leads, and no idea how much of my soul I'd have to pay for the trip. 

If he had offered his old-man advice, I wouldn't have listened to it. But his twenty-dollar tip was the a message that couldn't be filtered out by my seventeen year old brain. It drifted past my hormonal sentinels and landed like a whisper somewhere deep in my unconscious. The Fish Man had already taken the journey that was ahead of me. Maybe he was just going back to light the path. 

I would tell you the solution to the Fish Man's riddle, but it doesn't work that way. I'm sure all the bellhops from the Sugar Maples have found different answers by now. The one thing I can say for sure is that the Fish Man got his money's worth from me. 

You probably know someone who would benefit from your advice but won't listen to it. Maybe this holiday season would be a good time to save your words of wisdom and just be the Fish Man. Do something nice for someone who hasn't done anything to earn it. In the long run, people find their own advice. 

Happy Holidays, everyone. Thanks for making this a great year for me. 

Scott Adams 

APPENDIX B

(The following poem mysteriously appeared shortly before FPD 1999.)

Twas the Night Before FPD

Twas the night before FPD, and all through the place 

The engineers were sleeping, with smiles on each face. 

The squid bags were hung by the cubicles with care, 

in hopes that St. Neptune soon would be there.

The technicians were nestled all snug in their beds, 

while visions of kippers danced in their heads. 

And Mama in her fish net, and I in my cap, 

had just settled our tastebuds for a long winter’s nap.

When out on the roof there arose such a clatter, 

I sprang from my cubicle to check on the platter. 

Away to the conference room I flew like a flash, 

tore open the sardine tins, and threw open the hash.

The moon on the breast of the new-fallen snow 

gave the lustre of clam shells to objects below, 

when, what to my wondering eyes should appear,

but some contractors with fish paste ready to smear.

With a little can opener, arriving before noon 

I knew in a moment it must be St. Neptune. 

More rapid than mackarel, his courses they came, 

and he whistled and shouted and called them by name:

“Now Jeffrey! Now Ryan! 

Now, Joseph and Rob! 

On, Steven! On, Victor! 

On, Theo and Bob!

To the middle of the hall! 

To the top of the wall! 

Now swallow away! swallow away! 

swallow away all!”

As flying fish that before the wild hurricane fly, 

when they meet with an obstacle, mount to the sky 

so up to the conference room the courses they flew,

with the launch full of baby clams, and St. Neptune too.

And then, in a twinkling, I heard Bradly 0., 

first prancing then dancing, saying “Where’s the fish roe?”. 

As I drew in my head and was turning around, 

down the hallway St. Neptune came with a bound.

He was dressed all in netting, from his head to his toe, 

and his clothes were all tarnished with fish scales and roe. 

A bundle of floppin’ fish he had flung on his back, 

and he looked like a fisherman just opening his pack.

His eyes--how they twinkled! His dimples, how daring! 

His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a herring! 

His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow, 

and the beard of his chin was as white as the snow. 

The stump of a goldfish he held tight in his teeth, 

and the tail it encircled his head like a wreath. 

He had a broad face and a little round belly, 

that shook when he laughed, like a bowl full of salmon jelly.

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly old man, 

and I laughed when I saw him, in spite of the tan. 

In a wink of his eye and a twist of his chin, 

in a flash he produced a shiny kipper tin.

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his shrimps, 

ripped open the squid bag, separating the chaff from the wimps. 

And laying his finger aside of his nose, 

and giving a nod, down his gullet it goes.

He sprang to his launch, to his team gave a prawn, 

And away they all swim like the porpoise at dawn. 

But I heard him exclaim, as they swam out of sight,


Happy FPD to all, and to all a good night!!

APPENDIX C

(The following announcement of the full criteria for the Fourth Annual FPD “traveling trophies” was sent out prior to FPD 2000.)

Announcing the Fourth Annual Competition for...

THE OFFICIAL FISH PRODUCTS DAY 

TRAVELING TROPHIES!!!

Four awards for Fish Products Day participants to “angle” for at the Thirteenth Annual Fish Products Day celebration on December 15, 2000:

1.) The "Sardines in Louisiana Hot Sauce" Award for Most Fit-to-Eat Fish Product.  By this award, we are encouraging excellence in fish product preparation.

2.) The Agreda/Lichtenstein Goldfish Award for Most Memorable Performance.  The reasons why someone might win this award are as far-flung as your imagination will take you.

3.) The Steve Janulis Fish Paste Award for Best Performance by a Newcomer.  This award is designed to encourage FPD participation by our newer employees -- not limited to FIRST-YEAR employees, necessarily, but aimed more at demonstrated, high-quality FPD participation early in one's career.

4.) The Bass-o-Matic Award for Most Disgusting, Most Unique, or Most Uniquely Disgusting Fish Product.  'Nuff said.

All trophies will be awarded based on admittedly subjective judging by the intentionally anonymous FPD Steering Committee.

Don’t forget to visit the Official Fish Products Day 2000 website at: http://www.geocities.com/coolfatfish/ 

NOTICE:  "Fish Products Day" and "FPD" are registered trademarks of The Supreme Executive Committee.

INDEX

GREAT MOMENTS IN

FISH PRODUCTS DAY HISTORY
(This index is still a work-in-progress, December 2003)

Agreda/Lichtenstein Goldfish Award for Most Memorable Performance:

criteria described, Appendix C

first awarded, 1997
Agreda, Victor
:

FPD held in his former cubicle, 1993

goldfish, swallowing a live, 1990

mentioned in “Twas the Night Before FPD”, Appendix B

“Victor, we come in peace!”, sign waved by gummy fish inside Jell-O mold, 1995

see also:  Agreda/Lichtenstein Goldfish Award for Most Memorable Performance
Air permit for FPD:


Joe Bays’ official environmental permit for FPD, 1997

Susan Myers (then in Environmental Affairs) asks if we have an air permit, 1999

Barnicki, Brenda:

tuna-containing brownie for Theo to eat, 1991

fish-shaped cakes, 1991, 1996

“FPD benchmarking report”, she calls the FPD teleconference with Eli Lilly an, 1998

FPD held in her former cubicle, 1994

Jell-O mold, inside which gummy fish wave a sign saying “Victor, we come in peace!”, 1995

wins “Most Creative” award, 1995

Bays, Suzy (see Jessee, Suzy)

“Fill in the Bubble on the Janulisfish” contest, 1996

“FPD benchmarking report”, Brenda Barnicki calls the FPD teleconference with Eli Lilly an, 1998

Janulis, Steve:

admits he’s allergic to crab and lobster, 1998

alleged author of “Twas the Night Before FPD”, 1999

bestows title “Great Uncle of Fish Products Day” upon Ryan Schad and Jeff Smith, 1996

dreams about “opening tins of all sorts of goodies”, 1996

encourages Ryan Schad’s FPD start-up efforts at Eli Lilly, 1998

Father of Fish Products Day, 1980

FPD Distinguished Alumnus, 1992

Janulisfish contest, 1996

mentioned in “Twas the Night Before FPD”, Appendix B

misses FPD for the first time ever, 1996

starts a tradition, 1980

“20 years of quality fish products” quote, 1999

wins “Most Fit-to-Eat Fish Product” award, 1999
“you guys have taken it to another level” quote, 1995

Janulis, Steve, Fish Paste Award for Best Performance by a Newcomer:

criteria described, Appendix C

first awarded, 1997

Janulisfish “fill in the bubble” contest, 1996

Jell-O mold, inside which gummy fish wave a sign saying “Victor, we come in peace!”, 1995

Jessee, Suzy:  (listed as Suzy Bays prior to 1999)


quotes by:

“I’m already about to pop – and I’m gonna eat more!”, 1997

“you couldn’t stir ‘em with a stick!” (describing the crowd in CR-7072), 1999

wins “Best of Show” award, 1993, 1996


wins “Most Fit-to-Eat Fish Product” award, 1997, 1999


wolfs down baby eel, 1996
“Mess-O-Trout” light set:


first displayed, 1991


first FPD without, 1996

mentioned, 1991, 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996

replacements for, 1996

“Twas the Night Before FPD”, 1999, Appendix B

“Victor, we come in peace!”, sign waved by gummy fish inside Jell-O mold, 1995
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